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(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a document 
distribution system which can improve security. 

SOLUTION: A transmission-side computer 1 generates a 
document only for browsing according to an original 
document, specifies a printer 3 which is made to print 
the original document, obtains a ciphering key related 
to the printer 3 from an open key server 4, and 
generates a ciphered document by ciphering the original 
document with the obtained ciphering key. Then a 
document container containing the document only for 
browsing and the ciphered document is distributed to a 
reception-side computer 2, which displays the document 
only for browsing and outputs the ciphered document to 
the printer 3 as instructed. The printer 3 deciphers the 
ciphered document by using a deciphering key stored in a 
storage part 33 and prints the document 
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